
Happy Holidays!
The holidays are upon us! We’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of Sterling Hills residents for being a part of our 
wonderful neighborhood community.  
We’ve loved seeing you all come out to our neighborhood 
events this past summer and fall, and we look forward to 
continuing to provide opportunities to get to know your 
neighbors in 2017.

Last Day for Yard Waste Pick-Up
The last day for yard waste pick-up will be the last trash day of 
the month: Tuesday, Nov. 29.  If you have questions, feel free 
to call WCA directly at 816-380-5595.  If you have a recurring 
problem that WCA has been unable to resolve, please let one 
of the board members know.

Curb Parking Reminder
A quick reminder that, per our HOA covenants, 
no vehicles, campers, tractors, trucks or RVs 
may be parked at the curb for more than 24 
hours at a time.  Please also make an effort not 

to create “choke points” which make it hard for school buses 
and other large vehicles to get by (e.g., if there’s a car parked 
on one side of the street, stagger parking on the other side). 

Christmas Lights Contest!
Christmas Lights are allowed and encouraged 
November 15th through January 15th!  Look for the 
Official Sterling Hills Outdoor Holiday Decoration 
Contest on NextDoor!  (Still haven’t joined our 
private online network? Visit www.nextdoor.com/join, 
and use Code YKSZKE.

Be on the Lookout for Your Dues Notice
Bills for 2017 dues should be hitting your mailboxes soon.  
They’ll come from the Sterling Hills accountant, and will be 
$215 again this year.  The dues go toward our trash removal, 
monument upkeep and yearly events for the neighborhood.  If 
you have any questions, please contact one of the board 
members.
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Shed Amendment Update
   A few more forms have trickled in, 
but we’re still well short of the 131 
needed to pass the amendment to 
our bylaws.  
   If you would like more information 
or are ready to fill out your form, you 
can contact any of the board 
members.  We have a volunteer 
notary in our neighborhood who is 
willing to travel to people’s homes, 
and forms can also be notarized free 
of charge at our attorney’s office: 
Kapke & Willerth, 3304 NE Ralph 
Powell Road, Lee’s Summit, MO 
64064.

Community Events
Santa Visits Downtown LS
Santa Claus will be visiting downtown 
several times before Christmas:

• Saturday, Nov. 26 & Dec. 17, 2-4 
p.m., LS History Museum

• Saturday, Dec. 3 & 10, 3-5 p.m., 
GOT Art Gallery

Craft Patch Craft Show at JKV
Get your holiday shopping done at the 
annual Craft Patch Craft Show at The 
Pavilion at John Knox Village:

• Friday, Dec. 2, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Farmers Market Holiday Mart
The Farmers Market is closed for the 
season, but you can still get holiday 
goodies & support Farmers Market 
vendors by visiting the indoor Holiday 
Mart at the Lee’s Summit elementary 
gym.

• Saturday, Dec. 17, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.



Who’s Who in 
Sterling Hills

Get to Know Your Neighbors
The VIPs of Sterling Hills are the 
residents! Get to know your 
neighbors on NextDoor.  Visit 
www.nextdoor.com/join, and use 
Code YKSZKE.

The Board
Our all-volunteer board works hard to 
keep our neighborhood a wonderful 
place to live.  If you need to get in 
touch, seek out the individuals below.

Randy Moreno, President
(preferred) 816-519-5308
sterlinghills@hotmail.com
Matt Thompson, Vice President
573-864-4837
matthewmthompson81@gmail.com
Will Johns, Treasurer
913-991-6150
wjohns3579@yahoo.com
Sarah Dittmann, Secretary
816-547-8990
sarahedittmann@gmail.com
Christine Hall, Member
913-710-5455
chris.ann.hall@gmail.com

Website Help Needed
If you have web design experience 
& would like to help spruce up our 
neighborhood’s website, please 
contact Matt.

Shed Committee Volunteers 
Needed
Are you invested in getting the shed 
amendment passed? We are still 
looking for volunteers to help make 
contact with homeowners to help 
them get their forms filled out and 
notarized!  Please contact Sarah 
(see above) to get involved.

Meet Your Neighbors! 
From time to time, we’re looking to feature a Sterling Hills 

resident in our newsletter.  
This month, meet Rich & Kathi Smith!

The Sterling Hills HOA Newsletter, November 2016
Page 2

You might know Rich and Kathi Smith’s house on NW 
Whitlock Drive even if you haven’t yet met them.  Each year, as 
October 31 draws near, their home gets spookier and spookier, 
until it’s completely transformed into the premiere haunted house 
in Sterling Hills.

Every year for 
Halloween, Rich starts 
planning the haunted 
house du r i ng t he 
summer.

“Our running joke 
is, if I haven’t started 
doing a layout for the 
garage haunt by the 
4th of July, then we’re 
behind!” Rich said.

Plans are usually finalized in August, and in September, the 
construction begins inside their garage using 2x4s and 4x8 sheets 
of plywood.  In addition to the haunted house, they turn their yard 
into an impressive cemetery.

Rich and Kathi moved to Sterling Hills in 2003 and began 
doing the haunted house the very next year — and they have no 
plans to stop any time soon.  With friends and family visiting from 
“literally coast to coast” and neighbors of all ages coming to the 
haunted house, Rich and Kathi have created a wonderful 
neighborhood tradition that spans generations.

“We’ve been very happy to have kids from right in the 
neighborhood who we’ve watched grow up visiting the haunt each 
October and then joining us when they were old enough to scare 
other kids themselves,” he said.  “Each year it seems like a new 
group of kids wants to know if they can help us the next 
Halloween, and it’s gratifying to get to be a part of their lives.”

Finding a neighborhood that allows, encourages and 
appreciates their love of Halloween is something the Smiths have 
treasured over the past decade-plus in Sterling Hills.

“There really is nothing else quite like Halloween night for us,” 
Rich said.  “We are so grateful to live in a neighborhood that 
values the sense of community that trick or treating allows and has 
been so supportive of our attempts to be a small part of that for so 
long.  We can’t wait to see you all here next year!”

Thanks for a Great 2016!
   We’ve made a lot of progress toward a stronger, more vibrant community in 2016, and 
we hope to do even more in 2017!  If you’d like to get involved with the HOA, please feel 

free to contact any of us via NextDoor or via our contact information above.  
Happy Holidays to you all, and Best Wishes for a Happy New Year!


